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that he gave his only begotten Wuedin eggars Description 


What is love? It is a mystery, 


. 
. 


Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life'' (John 3:16). 


“LITTLE IS MUCH when God is 
in it” is a true statement, and 
there is much in this little text of 
two words “so loved” because God 
is in it. This is God’s love. 


| 


to be sure. It absolutely cannot 
be defined. Words can no more de- 
fine love than they can depict God. 
If you tried to analyze love, where 
would you get? People talk about 
being in love, but what do they 
mean? The dictionary does not 
help much. It gives a great many 
definitions, but most of them mean 


This text does not say that the | no more than the young man’s defi- 
Father so loved, but that God so/} nition which stated that it was a 
loved, bringing to us the great,| “tickle under the fifth rib.” 


grand, and glorious fact that our 


We give several statements from 


Salvation is the result of the love|the dictionary, although we are 
of our Triune God. Our salvation | 


is divinely purposed by the loving 


Father, divinely prepared by the) 


loving Son, divinely imparted by 
the loving Spirit. It was wrought 
out by the Father who is love; it 
was wrought for us by the Son 
who is love; it is wrought in us 
by the Spirit who is love. 


God Answers 
Prayer 


sure theye will still leave you in 
the dark. “To have a feeling of 
affection or regard for; be strong- 
ly attached to or attracted toward; 
hold dear; as, to love home or 
friends; to love: life.”’ “To take 
pleasure or delight in; hence have 
great partiality, appetite, or liking 
for; as, to love to do good; she 
loves ice cream.” “Love is the 
yearning or outgoing of soul toward 


' something that is regarded as ex- 
| cellent, beautiful, or desirable; love 
|'may be briefly defined as strong 
and absorbing affection for and at- 
traction toward a person or ob- 


ject. 


Here is an example that it pays | 


to pray about your daily tasks, 
about your job, food, clothes, etc. 
Devout and earnest members at 
the Fundamentalist Baptist Taber- 
nacle are Mr. and Mrs. W. W. 
Cunningham Walter Cunning- 
ham we call him. For years he 
has held a good job with a firm 
in downtown Dallas. He is widely 
known as an expert on guns and 


has often been called as a witness | 


in murder trials and other suits 
involving the science of ballistics. 
He is a fine workman and had a 
steady job but the hours were long, 
the depression cut down his wages. 
At first they prayed that God 
would either give him a raise in 
salary or a new job or put him in 


‘a business for himself. Then Mrs. 


. 


Cunningham said, “Walter, I am 
going to be more definite in my 
praying. I am going torpray just 
for one thing and that is that ydu 
go in business for yourself!’’ So 
they began to pray definitely and 
right away God opened the door. 
We cannot tell all the details now. 
Now Mr. Cunningham has opened 
a good shop at 405 N. Bishop and 


‘the firm name is Adleta and Cun- 


. 


@. 


ningham. There they repair electric 
irons and electric fans, bicycles, 
guns, and sharpen lawnmowers. 
They make keys and do welding 
and soldering. The phone number 
is 6-0421. We know that Christian 
people would like to give this new 
shop a chance to help you. You 
will get conscientious, high grade 
workmanship for a_ reasonable 
price, on any kind of repairs. 
This devout man does not know 
that I am mentioning this but I 
feel that God has opened the way 
for a business of his own and he 
has taken the Lord in partnership 
with him. It is mentioned here as 
an example that Christians can 
definitely trust the Lord and find 
that He is a friend that sticks 


_ closer than a brother. Take God in- 


e 


to partnership. Put the Lord first in 
your life. Give the Lord the first 
part of your income. Do all your 
work as unto the Lord and then 
trust Him for help. 


Love may denote the sub- 
limest and holiest spiritual affec- 
tion, as when we are taught that 
‘God is love.’”’’ Be sure that God’s 
love is not mere emotional affec- 


tion. Such definition falls far 
short. 
The dictionary gives as syno- 


nyms for love affection, attach- 
ment, attraction, charity, devotion, 


feeling, fondness, friendship, lik- 
ing, passion, regard and tender- 
ness, 


Hundreds of quotations might be 
given which seek to explain love, 
but each one leads you to feel 
that the explanation needs an ex- 
planation. 

We quote Luther: “Love is an 
image of God, and not a lifeless 
image, but the living essence of the 
Divine nature which beams full of 
all goodness.” 

Dr, John Henry Jowett writes: 
“Love is not a feeling, but fealty; 
love is not emotion, but devotion; 
love is not ecstasy but chivalry; 
love is not luscious sensations but 
faithfulness unto death.” 

Hear Drummond: “Love has nine 
ingredients — courtesy, unselfish- 
ness, kindness, generosity, humil- 
ity, good temper, guilelessness, pa- 
tience, sincerity.” 

Harriet Martineaux asks: “Must 
love be ever treated with profane- 
ness as a mere illusion? or with 
coarseness aS a mere impulse? or 
with fear as a mere disease? or 
with shame as a mere weakness? 
or with levity as a mere accident? 
whereas it is a great mystery and 
a great necessity, lying at the 
foundation of human existence, 
morality and happiness — mys- 
terious, universal, inevitable as 
death ?”’: 

A. H. Strong declares: “By love 
we mean that attribute of the Di- 
vine nature in virtue of which God 
is eternally moved to self-com- 
munication.”’ 

Doran writes in a report of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society: 
“From the island Ambrym, in the 
New Hebrides, we hear a beautiful 
word, the native word for love. 
Literally translated it means, “The 
heart keeps calling, calling, call- 
ing for me,’ and love of God in 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


REV. 


SAM MORRIS 

We are happy to announce Bro. 
Sam Morris of Del Rio, Texas, will 
be with us in all services Sunday 
at the Fundamentalist Baptist Tab- 
ernacle. With him will be Mrs. 
Morris. We are happy to have Bro. 
Morris speak at eleven a.m. and 
seven forty-five p.m. He is widely 
known as “The Voice of Temper- 
ance”’ radio speaker, as Bible teach- 
er and soul winner and our dear 
friend. 


Hear Him WSM Nashville 
Brother Morris writes: 
“Rev. John R. Rice 
201 E. Tenth Street 
Dallas, Texas. 
“Pear John: 


“We heard your broadcast 
over WRR this morning. l 
missed the first five minutes of 
the broadcast but got the rest 
just fine. Enjoyed it very 
much. May the Lord. bless 
your meeting down in Waxy. 


“T am to be in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and speak over 
WSM (650 kc.) on the night 
of September 22nd at 9:30 P. 
M., Central Standard Time. If 
you see fit to put that an- 
nouncement in your paper this 
week I shall appreciate it as 
that is one of America’s great 
radio stations. 


“Louise and I plan, the Lord 
willing, to spend next Sunday 
visiting with you in Dallas and 
so we can at that time talk 
over plans of the Bible school 
and other matters. 

“We just got in this last 
week from a 14,000 mile 
speaking tour of some twenty- 
six states. We went east as far 
as North Carolina, north as 
far as North Dakota, and west 
into Washington, Oregon and 
California. We spoke>in some 
of the greatest churches in the 
land. 

“We are greatly rejoicing in 
the Lord and were never hap- 
pier in Him. I preach here in 
the First Baptist Church to- 
night. 

“Sincerely, yo€rs, 
(Signed) “Sam Morris” 
Readers of “The Sword of the 


Lord from afar will have an Op- 
portunity to hear this man of God. 


| 


i 


| 


An unprecedented labor revolu- 
tion is taking place in America. 
Strikes involving hundreds of thou- 
sands of workers have taken place 
in recent months, and others are 
threatened. John L. Lewis, the C. 
I. O., organized violence, sit-down 
strikes, a labor war chest with mil- 


lions of dollars, favoritism by the | 
all) 


administration 
made labor 


Roosevelt 


these have unions a 


| burning question. Christian work- 


ers need to carefully consider their 
duty in the light of the Bible. 
There are certain definite perils in- 
volved in membership in a labor 
union. Christian laborers will find 
that this is not only an economic 
question. It is a moral and spir- 
itual question and the Christian 
who does not watch his step here 
may lose his influence with man 
and his power with God and may 
grieve the Spirit and be led into 
a life of failure and sin. 


The labor unions involve certain 
great questions that every Chris- 
tian must face if he contemplates 
membership in them. We mention 
these questions here prayerfully 
with certain Scriptures that bear 
on each one. May each reader con- 
sider what God has to say as he 
faces each question, and prayer- 
fully decide for the Lord. 


I 


THE QUESTION OF BEING 
YOKED TOGETHER WITH UN- 
BELIEVERS. It is often necessary 
for Christians to work in the pres- 
ence of others who are not Chris- 


The plain command for a Chris- 
tian is this: 

“Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers. for 
what fellowship hath right- 
eousness with unrighteous- 
ness? and what communion 
hath light with darkness? 


“And what concord hath 
Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believeth 


with an infidel? 

“And what agreement hath 
the temple of God with idols? 
for ye are the temple of the 
living God; as God hath said, 

I will dwell in them, and walk 

in them; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my peo- 

ple, 

“Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye sepa- 
rate, saith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing; and lI 
will receive you, 

“And will be a Father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty.” 

If membership in a labor union 
involves an oath of allegiance, or 
if it binds the Christian to do 
things for a fellow member of the 


_labor union (possibly not a Chris- 


| tian) 


that he would not do for 


| someone else not a member of the 


labor union 
Christian), 


(though possibly a 
then the Christian 


|' would sin to take such obligation 


tians. If one did not, “then must | 


ye needs go out of the world” (I 


Cor. 5:10). 


It is not always pos- | 


sible to avoid the presence of evil | 


men. But it is always possible to 
avoid yoking up with wicked men. 


upon him. If membership in the 
labor union is a yoke with unbe- 
lievers, then every Christian should 
avoid it. 

If a Christian must agree to 
policies in the labor union which 
policies are controlled by unsaved 
people, then the Christian will cer- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


KNOW YOUR BIBLE 


Enroll Now For Correspondence Course In 
Matthew, Taught By John R. Rice 


Are you among those who have 
sent in your enrollment for the 
twenty-eight weeks’ course of les- 
sons in the book of Matthew? If 
not, hadn’t you better send your 
enrollment today? 


The lessons are in preparation 
now. There will be a separate les- 
son for each chapter in the book 
of Matthew, one lesson mailed each 
week for twenty-eight weeks which 
is six and a half months. Instead 
of legal size paper we will use 
regular letter size and there will 
be three pages instead of two each 
week, three typewritten, mimeo- 
graphed pages, single spaced, with 
dozens of references to other parts 
of the Bible. The method used is 
simple enough that an eighth grade 
student can do the work and get 
great blessing; it is thorough 
enough that the average college 
and seminary graduate will find 
it an unusual blessing. Any stu- 
dent who will carefully do the work 
outlined, taking from one to two 
hours a week, will come to a mar- 
velously fresh understanding of the 
life of Christ, His deity, His mira- 


® 


‘but a 
| These 


cles, His parables, His teaching 
about the second coming, the plan 
of salvation, Christ’s dealings with 
Jews, His calling and teaching of 
His aspostles, His crucifixion and 
resurrection and Great Commis- 
sion. 


The student will not only learn 
much about Matthew but much 
about parallel passages in Mark 
and Luke and John and kindred 
Scriptures throughout the Bible. 
Literally hundreds of references 
will be given to other parts of the 
Bible. 


Real Bible Student 


Remember that this is 
study.of books about the Bible, 
study of the Bible itself. 
mimeographed lessons 


not a 


'mailed each week must be studied 


with the open Bible before you. 
The text book is the Bible itself. 
Every reference, comment, and ex- 
planation will drive you to the Bi- 
ble. The examination questions at 
the close of the course are to be 
answered from the Bible itself so 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) . 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, September 17, 1937 


— 


THE CHRISTIAN AND LABOR UNIONS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) « 


tainly be led into sin. His dues 
may be used for a dance or a beer 
party. He may be bound to strike, 
against his Christian conviction, he 
may be drafted for duties involv- 
ing violence in time of strikes and 
may be a party, against his will, 
to public statements and policies 
declared by unsaved or wicked men 
who lead the union. 


The Scripture plainly says that 
no Christian should be yoked up 
with unbelievers. In the Moody 
Monthly for August, a subscriber 
writes: 


“Consider the following 
facts: The oath of one of these 
unions is, or was, ‘I solemnly 
swear... that I will place my 
allegiance to this union, and 
my obedience to its instruc- 
tions, above any obligations 
which I may now hold, or may 
hereafter assume, to any or- 
ganization whatsoever, social, 
religious, or political. This 
means ‘above his family, his 
church, and his government.’ 
Ought a Christian take such 
an oath?” 


The editor of The Sword of the 
Lord wants to answer emphatical- 
ly that a Christian ought not to 
take any such oath as it vio- 
lates the plain command of God’s 
Word. Any Christian who does take 
such an oath is not true to God 
or his church or to his country. 
It was my sad duty to preach the 
funeral sermon of a Christian man, 
who was a member of a union, was 
called out on strike against his 
will and better judgment, was as- 
signed by union leaders to strike 
duty in a saloon where he was 
murdered! Every Christian work- 
man must solemnly consider 
whether by membership in a la- 
bor union he violates the command 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
and of John R. Rice 


Entered as second-class matter, 
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# God to “be not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers.” 


II. 


THE QUESTION OF COVET- 
OUSNESS. One of the Ten Com- 
mandments is “Thou shalt not 
covet” (Ex, 20:17). Every Chris- 
tian laborer must consider wheth- 
er or not the policies of the labor 
movement will cause him to vio- 
late this command of God and com- 
mit the sin of covetousness by par- 
ticipation in the work of labor 
unions. It is clear that capital 
should not be covetous, but the 
Bible is just as clear that labor 
should not be covetous. And the 
man working for daily wages, and 
in poverty, is just as likely to be 
guilty of this sin as the million- 
aire. In fact, many millionaires 
seem to be more unselfish, more 
concerned with the good of others, 
more liberal minded, and anxious 
for the welfare of others than the 
average laborer. Consider, for in- 
stance, Hershey, the manufacturer 
of Hershey’s chocolate and cocoa, 
who turned his business over to 
his workers, and yet the labor 
unions led many of them to strike. 
Consider the case of “Golden Rule” 
Nash and many other employers 
who have voluntarily set much 
higher wages than either the em- 
ployees or custom demanded. Re- 
member that Henry Ford has main- 
tained a policy of high wages 
through the years, and most of the 
time offered wages higher than 
union contracts in other plants. 
Covetousness may be a sin of the 
captains of industry, but it is 
equally a sin of organized labor in 
many, Many cases. 


In the time of Christ, the only 
great group of organized labor was 
the Roman army. Some of these 
soldiers, convicted by the preach- 
ing of John the Baptist, came and 
said to him, “What shall we do?” 
He commanded them, “Do violence 
to no man, neither accuse any 
falsely; and be content with your 
wages.” The soldiers were armed, 
they were the only group so or- 
ganized as to demand higher wages 
or to strike for any cause; and 
yet God’s command to them 
through His prophet was, “Be con- 
tent with your wages!’ 


I believe that some groups of 
workers are not paid enough of 
the total income from their labor. 
However, the strikes that have tak- 
en place in recent years have often 
been an attempt to get more mon- 
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ey or more control over the busi- 
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néss, not because it was right, but 
because they had the might! 

For instance, John L. Lewis talks 
of poverty among workers, but he 
himself rides in a Cadillac car with 
a livered chauffer, and lives in a 
great mansion, on a scale un- 
equalled by many rich men. And 
recent strikes have been not in the 
poorly paid industries, but among 
the highest paid workmen in Amer- 
ica, such as the automobile work- 
ers. And the greatest fight of the 
modern labor movement is directed 
against. Henry Ford, where the 
minimum wage is $6.00 a day and 
the average wage is $7:20 a day! 
Common laboring men who strike 
when already they are better paid 
than three-fourths of the popula- 
tion, better paid than school teach- 
ers, better paid than preachers, 
and far better paid than farmers, 
are likely to be accused of covet- 
ousness. To such people, John the 
Baptist says, “Be content with your 
wages.” Again, every Christian is 
commanded, “Be content with such 
things as ye have” (Heb. 13:5). 

Oftentimes labor unions strike 
for shorter hours as well as more 
pay, and sometimes employers do 
demand too long hours. On the 
other hand, when labor unions de- 
mand a thirty-hour week, that is 
six hours work a day, five days a 
week, at full wages, they must be 
accused of selfish and covetous 
motives. Doctors, preachers, mer- 
chants, and many others often 
spend twice as much time in earn- 
ing a living. As a Christian, I 
seriously doubt whether in a thirty 
hour week a laborer fulfills the 
command of God, “Six days shalt 
thou labor and do all thy work” 
which is part of the Ten Com- 
mandments. é 


ITT. 


THE QUESTION OF LAW- 
LESSNESS. Every Christian labor- 
er should face the question of 
whether membership in a labor 
union will make him guilty of the 
sin of lawlessness. The Word of 
God has a clear command to Chris- 
tians in Romans 13:1, 2, which is 
as follows: 


“Let every soul be subject 
unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God: 
the powers that be are or- 
dained of God. 

“Whosoever therefore resist- 
eth the power, resisteth the or- 
dinances of God; and they that 
resist shall receive to them- 
selves damnation.” 


Any Christian who is not subject 
to the laws of the land and to 
those in legal authority sins against 
God. Labor unions have sometimes 
been lawless in several ways. First, 
violence has usually accompanied 
strikes. Bloodshed has stained the 
records of the organized labor 
movement ever since it began. In 
Dallas, women strikers beat and 
tore the clothes off of other women 
who did not strike with them a 
few months ago. They often at- 
tacked police as they did in Chi- 
cago. In the lettuce strike, in the 
Pacific Coast dock strike, in the 
Long Shore strikes at Galveston, 
in the steel strikes, in the auto- 
mobile strikes, and wherever 
strikes have occurred, violence has 
been the rule. That is lawlessness 
pure and simple. John the Bap- 
tist said to soldiers, “Do violence 
to no man” (Luke 3:14). If a 
Christian by joining a labor union 
would be led to endorse or to take 
part with those who do violence, 
then the membership in the labor 
union would be an occasion to sin. 
Let every Christian carefully weigh 
this subject. The Scripture says, 
“Dearly beloved, avenge not your- 
selves, but rather give place unto 
wrath; for it is written, vengeance 
is mine; I will repay, saith the 
Lord” (Rom. 12:19), Hate, vio- 
lence, bloodshed are lawlessness 
and in these matters many mem- 
bers of labor unions have griev- 
ously sinned. If a Christian cannot 
be a member of a labor union with- 
out being led into such sins, then 
he should not join a labor union. 


A second part of this question of 
lawlessness is the destruction of 
property which labor unions have 
often been quilty of in times of 
strikes. The sit-down strikes are a 
good example. The American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its pres- 
ident, William Green, now de- 
nounces the sit-down strikes. They 
were criminal] seizures of property 
as bad as burglary or robbery. The 
right of private property is not 
only guaranteed by the American 
Constitution but is clearly taught 
in the Bible when the Ten Com- 


mandments say “Thou shalt not 
steal.” Many Scriptures give in- 
structions concerning the sin of 
trespass with regard to property. 
For a laborer to break out win- 
dows, to overturn trucks, to use 
or injure machinery or buildings 
is a sin. No Christian should be 
a member of any labor union which 
endorses any such lawlessness as 
usually lahor unions have done in 
time of strikes. 


A third way of lawlessness is 
in the coercion of fellow workers. 
Here again the Constitution of the 
United States which declares that 
all men are created free and equal 
(that is before the law) and guar- 
antees to each the rights of life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happi- 
ness, rings true to the Bible. Do 
I believe in labor unions? Yes, I 
believe in the right of the people 
to join labor unions, but I also 
believe in the open shop, that is, 
in the right of people not to be 
in labor unions if they choose. I 
believe in the right of collective 
bargaining but I also believe in 
the right of individual bargaining. 
If a number of workers wish to 
agree that they will ask for cer- 
tain wages, I believe they have 
that right. If other workers wish 
to work for less, or to ask for 
more, I believe they should have 
their right. If a group of workers 
decide to strike, that is, to quit 
work, I believe they have that 
right. If other workers decide to 
continue working, I believe they 
should have their right. One of 
the sins of lawlessness in the labor 
movements has been the coercion 
of workers. Actually, strikes have 
been usually fomented by a few 
paid organizers, often thugs, us- 
ually aliens, socialists and com- 
munists. Thousands of good work- 
ers have been forced into strikes 
when they did not want to strike. 
They were content With their 
wages, content with working con- 
ditions but were coerced, threat- 
ened, intimidated or sometimes 
prevented from work by violence. 
Any worker forced to join a union 
by intimidation, threats, is an evi- 
dence that labor unions have many 
of the lawless and criminal ele- 
ments in charge. That should not 
be the policy of Christians. To the 
Christian Christ commanded, 
“Agree with thine adversary 
quickly, whiles thou art in the way 
with him” (Matt. 5:25). Every 
Christian is commanded, ‘‘As much 
as lieth in you, live peaceably with 
all men” (Rom. 12:18). The Scrip- 
ture commands every Christian to 
“Love thy neighbor as thyself” and 
“As ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye also to them like- 
wise.” Coercion of fellow workers 
is unchristian lawlessness. 


The fourth element .of lawless- 
ness which Christians should con- 
sider in relation to the labor unions 
is the matter of disloyalty to one’s 
employer. The Bible inculcates re- 
spect for those in authority. All 
those who work for wages are serv- 
ants in the Bible sense and to 
such the Lord commandes in Eph. 
6:5-8: 

“Servants, be obedient to 
them that are your masters 
according to the flesh, with 
fear and trembling, in single- 
ness of your heart, as unto 
Christ; 


“Not with eyeservice, as 
menpleasers; but as the ser- 
vants of Christ, doing the will 
of God from the heart; 


_ “With good will doing sery- 
ice, aS to the Lord, and not 
to men: 


Know Your Bible 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


that the great facts you have 
learned will be fixed in mind. Re- 
member that hundreds of others 
have studied the Bible according to 
this plan. For five years the edi- 
tor prepared similar lessons for 
correspondence students through- 
out the United States and Canada. 
Hundreds wrote to tell of the bless- 
ing they received. All the teach- 
ers in the First Baptist Church 
at Fort Worth received these les- 
sons and used them in their prepa- 
ration for teaching. Those lessons, 
going through the whole Bible, 
studied Matthew, Mark and Luke 
at one time, using Luke as the 
text and hence we did not prepare 
lessons on Matthew. These are the 
first of the kind and many have 
requested such lessons. 

We suggest that the following 
persons will find great blessing in 
this course: 


(1), Young preacners and those 
called to preach. Paul wrote to 
Timothy, “Study to shew thyself 
approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.”’ 
Young preachers must study if 
they are to rightly divide the Word 
of God and be approved of God 
as good workmen. The average 
Sunday School does not teach 
much Bible. The ordinary denom- 
inational college or seminary will 
never give a student a clear con- 
ception of the great doctrines of 
the Bible. This twenty-eight weeks’ 
course will give a young minister 
a remarkable insight into the whole 
Bible, it will fix a habit of Bible 
study, and better yet, will show 
the best method of Bible study. 
This course will tie one on to the 
Bible instead of diverting his mind 
to other books about the Bible. 
It will not only give a working 
knowledge of a great deal of the 
subject matter of the Bible, but 

(CONTINUED ON PAGB 3) 


“Knowing that whatsoever 
good thing any man doeth, the 
same shall he receive of the 
Lord, whether he be bond or 
free.” 

Again Colossians 3:22 says, 

“Servants, obey in all things 
your masters according to the 
flesh.” 


Any man who receives wages 
from an employer has a heavy re- 
sponsiblity to his employer. A 
steady job is worth much. Those 
who provide the brains, capital, 
and enterprise to keep people em- 
ployed is worthy of the respect and 
sincere loyalty of laborers. Dis- 
loyalty to one’s employer is a type 
of lawlessness. This is another way 
of saying that obedience, in the 
sight of God, comes from the heart. 
A man who gives his time or his 
hands to work but does not give 
his heart to it, thereby sins against 
God and is a rebel, not only against 
his employer, but against God. 


The above are serious questions 
that every Christian employee must 
face and I earnestly entreat those 
who read this to consider the ques- 
tions in the light of the Word of 
God and with a prayerful heart. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


PAGE THREE 


SO LOVED 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


the Ambrym language is ‘the 
heart-callings of God.’’’ 

Scripture states that “love is the 
fulfilling of the law.” That is not 
a definition of love, however. It 
tells of the obedience of love. 

I Cor. 13 renders the word “love’’ 

as “charity.” Three hundred years 
ago when the Authorized Version 
was written, charity meant prac- 
tically what our word “love” means 
today. Our present-day use of the 
word “charity,” however, does not 
fulfill the word love. Charity may 
be dealt out with coldness and 
severity and contempt. Charity can 
be organized. We have it organ- 
ized in Minneapolis. Charity may 
be administered without much or 
any heart. The love of God cannot 
be organized in such manner. 


How weak the words of men 
when defining love, but how much 
greater the difficulty becomes when 
we join to it the little word “so”- 
“so loved.” SO is one of the short- 
est but one of the greatest words 


“God SO loved. How much is 
that? How much is SO? How long 
is SO? Spurgeon, in commenting 
on this little word, said, “Come 
ye surveyors, bring your chains, 
and try to make a survey of this 
word ‘so.’ Nay, that is not enough. 
Come hither, ye that make our 
national surveys, and lay down 
charts for all nations. Come ye, 
who map the sea and land, and 
make a chart of this word ‘so.’ 
Nay, I must go further. Come 
hither, ye astronomers, that with 
your optic glasses spy out spaces 
before which imagination stag- 
gers, come hither and encounter 
calculations worthy of all your 
powers. When you have measured 
between the horns and space, here 
‘God 


SO loved the world.’ ” 


“Oh, for this love let rocks and 
hills 

Their lasting silence break! 

And all harmonious human 
tongues 

Their Saviour’s praises speak! 


“Angels, assist our mighty 


joys; 
Strike all your harps of gold; 
But when you raise your high- 
est notes, 
His love can ne’er be told!” 


"So Loved" Surpasses Illustration 

This is true because all illustra- 
tions of divine love are human il- 
lustrations. No human love is a 
measuring-stick for divine love. 

The love of mother. This love 
has frequently been spoken of as 
the greatest illustration of divine 
love. We rejoice in such love, and 
could say with Kipling: 


If I were hanged on the high- 
est hill, 
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I know whose love would fol- 
low me still. 

Mother o’ mine, O, mother o’ 
mine! 


If I were drowned in the deep- 
est sea, 

I know whose tears would 
come down to me 

Mother o’ mine, O, mother o’ 
mine! 


If I were damned of body and 
soul 

I know whose prayers would 
make me whole, 

Mother o’ mine, O, mother o’ 
mine! 


Yet God asks the question, 
a woman forget her sucking 
child?” (Isa. 49:15). As we think 
of our mothers we instantly an- 
swer, “No,” but God answers, 
“Yes,” and as we pause to think, 
case after case will come to mind 
which will verify God’s answer. 
Then God goes on to say, “Yet will 
I not forget thee.” No, mother- 
love is not a measuring-stick for 
God's love, 


The love of father. Scriptute 
emphasizes this love. It speaks of 
sorrow as when a father mourneth 
for his son. Addison said, ‘“‘Cer- 
tain it is that there is no kind of 
affection so purely angelic as the 
love of a father to a daughter.”’ 
When we read this quotation re- 
cently, the mind went back to an 
old song that Mother used to sing. 
The song told the story of a daugh- 
ter driven from her home by the 
father. This has been repeated in 
true life many and many a time. 
No, father-love is not a measuring- 
stick for God’s love. 

The love of lovers. A great many 
regard the deepest love as that ex- 
isting between a young man and 
a young woman. Yet how often 
that love burns out. George Mathe- 
son was a blind poet. Before he 
lost his sight he was engaged to 
a young lady whom he loved very 
dearly. He had trouble with his 
eyes, and his physician finally in- 
formed him that it was only a mat- 
ter of a short time until his sight 
would be permanently gone. He 
felt it his duty to offer his fiancée 
a release from the engagement, 
feeling that because of her great 
love for him she would not accept 
it. His love for her was that great. 
Yet when he told her and offered 
her her freedom, she drew her ‘en- 
gagement ring from her finger and 
offered it back to him, saying, 
“Why, George, I couldn’t be tied 
to a blind man the rest of my life.” 
With earthly darkness closing in 
upon him, and with a heart dark- 
ened by the loss of this human 
companion, he went to his room 
and there thought of a love that 
was beyond the love of any woman. 
In that hour of darkness he poured 
forth the throbs of his heart in 
these immortal words: 


“Can 


“O love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in Thee; 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine ocean depths its 
flow, 
May richer, fuller be.” 


No, lover’s love is not a measur- 
ing-stick for God’s love. His love 
surpasses all human love. 


"So Loved" Transcends Emotion 

Some theologians speak of dif- 
ferent kinds of love. Others speak 
of different phases or forms of love. 
Others, such as Kerfoot, at one 
time Professor of Systematic The- 
ology at the Southern Baptist The- 
ological Seminary, taught that love 
was a principle of willing self-im- 
partation which expressed itself in 
natural emotions. These emotions 
vary according to the object upon 
which love exercises itself. We 
mention a few of these emotions 
to show that God’s love far trans- 
cends them. 


Affection. This is love that ex- 
ists between intimates, but it can- 
not be used in John 3:16, for there 
is no intimacy between God and 
sinners. God does not fellowship 
with sinners. Some mighty mis- 
takenly object to this statement, 
referring to the love that existed 
between the father and the prodi- 
gal son, but please remember that 
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DO YOUR DUTY 


The reader has some duties to 
The Sword of the Lord. (1). It 
is your duty to read very prayer- 
fully the material which is gath- 
ered here from far and near with 
great labor, study and prayer. Do 
not miss the blessing by careless- 
ness. Jesus said, ‘““‘Take heed there- 
fore how ye hear” (Luke 8:18), 
and the Bible also admonishes that 
“We ought to give the more earn- 
est heed to the things which we 
have heard, lest at any time we 
should let them slip” (Heb. 2:1). 
This is especially important for 
a lost sinner. If you are unsaved, 
then read with a prayerful heart 
and find Jesus. 


(2). You should earnestly pray 
for the editor of the paper and for 
the message. That is as much your 
duty as it is for a church mem- 
ber to pray for his pastor. The 
editor and the readers are parties 
in the blessed work of getting out 
the gospel. 


(3). You should show your ap- 
preciation. If you are blessed, or 
taught, or inspired by an article 
in The Sword of the Lord, you 
should say so. Why not write the 
editor today and pay this debt that 
you owe? It would make our bur- 
dens lighter, it would_acknowledge 
your gratitude to God for His 
favors. If you know of someone 
else who has been saved or a Chris- 
tian who has been strengthened, 
say so. Tell'us you will pray for 
us 


(4). This work is a missionary 
work and if you are a Christian, 
perhaps God will lay it:on your 
heart to help spread the gospel 
through The Sword of the Lord. 
Help us get subscriptions at 50c 
a year or three years for $1.00, 
or send an offering to help us pay 
the printing bill. Subscriptions and 
advertising never pay the printing 
bill and postage. Ask God what 
you should do. 


that “son” was a son. He bore a 
relationship to the father. That is 
not true of the sinner. A sinner is 
the creature of God but not the 
child of God. “Ye are of your fa- 
ther, the devil,” said our Lord. God 
has affection for His own, but “so 
loved” far transcends affection. 


Approval or approbation. “God 
saw that it was good’ is what we 
mean by this. This is an emotion 
in relation to any attitude or act 
of God’s children who earnestly and 
sincerely try to please Him, but 
certainly nothing a sinner can do 
ever can be pleasing to God. We 
are sure that God was well pleased 
with the efforts of Paul, the Apos- 
tle, but just as certain that there 
was no approval for anything done 
by Saul of Tarsus. God has ap- 
proval for His own, but “so loved” 
far transcends approval. 


Complacency. This is deeper 
than approval. It has to do with 
merit and virtue. This emotion is 
illustrated in the words of the Fa- 
ther, “This is My beloved Son.” 
The Father was deeply pleased 
with the Son. However, there is 
no merit in the sinner to call forth 
this love of God. God does have 
complacency for His own, but “so 
loved”’ far transcends complacency. 


Gratitude. This emotion springs 
from good deeds. Such an emotion 
may be yours for some one who 
has been helpful to you. But what 
good deed has any sinner ever done 
to call forth this emotion from 
God? God would feel so toward 
His own for their efforts in His 
behalf no matter how feeble thuse 
efforts might be, even as a parent 
may be pleased with the puny ef- 
forts of a child, but “so loved” far 
transcends gratitude. 


Esteem. This emotion has to do 
with estimable qualities. Bucking- 
ham wrote, “All true love is 
grounded on esteem.” This may be 
true of human love, but what in 
the sinner could call forth the es- 
teem of God? He has written, 
“There is none good, no, not one.” 
God does highly esteem His own, 
but “so loved” far transcends 
esteem. 


"So Loved" Defies Comprehen- 
sion 


The mind of man will never be 
able to comprehend the love of 
God. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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Know Your Bible 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


it will fire the young preacher to 
win souls and live for God, 


(2). Sunday School teachers 
need this course. The average Sun- 
day School teacher is accustomed 
to teaching from a Sunday School 
quarterly and desperately needs to 
be brought back to the Word of 
God itself and to drink from the 
living fountain of divine inspira- 
tion. This method of study is so 
simple, so thorough that it will 
fill the teacher’s mind with teach- 
ing material and prepare the teach- 
er for teaching in a way that no 
other kind of study can do. Ev- 
ery Sunday School teacher possible 
should take this course. 


(3). Active pastors and mission- 
aries will find the course a great 
blessing. Preachers need new ma- 
terial for preaching, new subjects, 
new themes, new illustrations. The 
preacher who does not continue to 
study the Bible will grow stale. 
His sermons will not be fresh. Such 
a@ preacher loses his appeal to 
young people and eventually is not 
heard joyfully by many who have 
heard him for years, This study 
will bring to any preacher’s mind 
great facts about the gospel and 
detailed Bible teaching that he had 
never noticed. It will lead to many 
fresh sermons and give help to 
many hard places. Particularly it 
will prepare pastors for teaching 
their own people and some prob- 
ably will want to teach their peo- 
ple through the book of Matthew 
one night a week or preach a series 
of Sunday morning sermons from 
this great book. 


Features of the Course 


Several unusual features make 
this course valuable. First, it is 
thorough. The student will make 
a detailed verse by verse study 
through every chapter in Matthew. 

Second, the course is extensive. 
Hundreds of references will be giv- 
en to various parts of the Bible. 
The Bible is a unit and each part 
throws light on every other part. 
Matthew, taught according to this 
method, will help you to under- 
stand Genesis and Revelation, and 
the other three gospels, Mark, 
Luke, and John will be covered 
almost entirely. 


Third, this course exalts the Bi- 
ble itself. The Bible will be the 
only text book. The Bible will be 
taught from the viewpoint of lit- 
eral acceptance of every thing 
God’s Word says. For example, 
what Jesus said about Hell in Mat- 
‘thew as a literal place of fire and 
torment will be taught without 
apology. The scientific bearing of 
the Bible will be plainly given by 
a teacher who believes every bit of 
the Word of God. The Scripture 
will be taken literally, at face 
value, as God’s divine revelation 
that means what it says and says 
what it means and was intended 
to be understood by ordinary Chris- 
tians with a spiritual mind. 


Fourth, the weekly lesson plan 
makes it easier to study. If you 
had all the lessons on the book of 
Matthew at one time, if you are 
a mature Christian, accustomed to 
study and with plenty of leisure, 
you could go straight through them 


without help. But ordinary Chris- |- 


tians with many distracting duties 
and perhaps without a habit of 
regular ‘study, find it hard to con- 
tinue the work without some en- 
couragement or without the les- 
sons cOming at periods, so the 
weekly lesson is best. 


Fifth, the personal help from the 
teacher will be a great advantage. 
When you come to a hard place or 
there is something you do not un- 
derstand, students will have the 
privilege of writing the teacher of 
the course and will get a per- 
sonal answer by mail, and this may 
be repeated as often as necessary. 
It is a privilege included in the 
course. Examination questions will 
be furnished at the close of the 
course, examination papers will be 
personally graded and_- returned. 
Hundreds of preachers, Sunday 
School teachers and other Chris- 
tians write Editor John R. Rice 
annually for explanations of Bible 
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questions, and he has been used 
of God to clear up difficulties for 
thousands. 

Sixth, a very unusual feature of 
the course is the price. It only costs 
$1.50 for the entire course of les- 
sons, including postage, personal 
help, examination questions, ex- 
amination papers graded, etc. The 
postage on the lessons alone will 
be 78c, not counting examination 
questions. Then out of this price 
we must buy mimeograph stencils, 
paper, mimeograph ink, envelopes. 
A great deal of stenographic help 
will be necessary. The editor is 
to get nothing for his part in this 
course but the joy of teaching the 
Word of God. If you will compare 
this course with correspondence 
courses offered by any high grade 
Bible Institute or College, you will 
see that it is much cheaper than 
other courses, considering the num- 
ber of lessons, the amount of pos- 
tage and labor involved in teach- 
ing the course, 

FIRST LESSON WILL BE 
MAILED THE FIRST WEEK IN 
OCTOBER. ENROLL TODAY, IF 


POSSIBLE. WRITE JOHN R. 
RICE, 201 EAST TENTH ST., 
DALLAS, TEXAS. 
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“Wherefore laying aside all mal- 
ice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, 
and envies, and all evil speakings, 
As newborn babes, desire the sin- 
cere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby: If so be ye have 
tasted that the Lord is gracious.” 

— I Peter 2:1-3 
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PAGE FOUR 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, September 17, 1937 


—_ 


$O LOVED 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


His love is spontaneous, sover- 
eign, uncaused, uninfluenced. There 
was nothing in us to call it out. 
There was nothing in us to at- 
tract it. What is there in me to at- 
tract the heart of God? Absolute- 
ly nothing. Everything about me 
should make Him loathe me — a 
poor, sinful, depraved, disgraceful, 
corrupt human being with no good 
thing in me. The old saint was 
right about all of us when he said, 
“If God did not see anything in me 
to love before I was born, He cer- 
tainly hasn’t since I was born.”’ 

There is an amazing statment 
in Deut, 7:7-8: “The Lord did not 
set his love upon you, nor choose 
you, because ye were more in num- 
ber than any people; for ye were 
the fewest of all people; but be- 
cause the Lord loved you.” What 
a statement! The Lord loved you 
because He loved you. 


“What was there in me that 
could merit esteem, 

Or give the Creator delight? 

"Twas even so, Father, I ever 
must sing, 

Because it seemed good in Thy 
sight.” 


His love is everlasting, unend- 
ing. “I have loved thee with an ev- 
erlasting love.” This is of necessity 
since God Himself is eternal. God 
had no beginning, so love had no 
beginning. Your mother com- 
menced to love you, but your heav- 
enly Father never commenced to 
love you. Your mother did not 
love you before you were born, 
but your Father has loved you 
from all eternity. He had you in 
His mind and in His heart ever 
since He was God, and He has been 
God from all eternity. 

This everlasting love not only 
goes back into the reaches of 
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eternity; it goes forward as well. 
Eternity is a circle with neither 
beginning nor end. As Dr. Hinson 
once preached, “‘God is speaking to 
you today and saying, “There nev- 
er was a time in my life — the life- 
time of God— when I did not love 
you.’’” And when will God’s love 
for you end? When eternity ends. 
When will God’s love for you end? 
When God’s life ends. 

You may go back beyond the 
time when a wave beat upon the 
beach, or a star shone in the sky, 
or the leaf of a tree fluttered in 
the breeze, or an angel worshipped 
before the throne, and when you 
get back as far as the mind can 
reach, you will be no nearer the 
beginning of God’s love for you 
than you are now. If you project 
your mind into the futwre to the 
time when the mountains have 
molded down into dust, or out be- 
yond the time when the sun has 
grown cold, and the stars are old, 
and the leaves of the judgment 
book unfold, you will be no nearer 
the end of God’s love than you are 
now. We say God’s love defies 
comprehension. None of us under- 
stand the meaning of what we have 
just written. We do know that His 
love for us is from everlasting to 
everlasting. 


“He loved me, ere yet one ray 
of light 

Had flashed itself across the 
boundless sky, 

When all was solitude and 
starless night, 

He loved me then; And shall it 
ever die? 


“Ah, no, that love shall 
ward, onward roll, 

Increasing in its flow, till like 
the sea, e 

It breaks in thrills of rapture 
on the soul, 

And spends itself through all 
eternity.” 


On- 


His love is infinite, illimitabdle, 
unbounded. We sometimes say that 
God’s love towers above us as the 
mountains, but you reach the sum- 
mit of the mountains. They stop. 
There igs no summit to the love of 
God. What a poor finite illustra- 
tion that is! It is comparable to 
the answer of the babe when some- 
one says, “How big is baby?” and 
the babe says, “So-o-o high!” 
stretching tiny hand above the 
head in measure. 

We teach our children to sing 


“Wide, wide as the ocean,”’ but the 
ocean is bounded by shores. God's 
love is boundless, shoreless. What 


a poor finite illustration! It is 
comparable to the answer of the 
babe when mother asks, “How 
much do you love me?” and baby 
says, “So-o-o much!” stretching 
wide the tiny arms. So much 
from tiny pink finger tip to tiny 
pink finger tip. We are as help- 
less as baby when it comes to 
measuring the love of God. 

Old John Foster lay dying, and 
after a night of weariness and 
pain, was asked by a friend, “How 
are you féeling this morning?” 
“Ah,” said he, “Wonderfully well. 
I have my head down on three pil- 
lows; the pillow of God’s infinite 
power, the pillow of God’s infinite 
wisdom, the pillow of God’s infinite 
love. I am well. I am resting on 
three pillows.” 

His love is immutable, unchange- 
able. As with God Himself, there 
is in it no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning. A sinner may 
go to hell unsaved; he cannot go 
to hell unloved. The Christian re- 
joices in the fect that nothing can 
separate him from God’s love. 


“His love no end nor measure 
knows, 

No change can turn its course, 

Eternally the same it flows 

From one eternal source.”’ 


"So Loved" Provides Redemption 

Henry Ward Beecher said, “We 
never know how much one loves 
till we know how much he was 
willing to endure and suffer for 
us; and it is the suffering element 
that measures love.” This is true. 
The measure of God’s love is seen 
in the suffering of Calvary. What 
suffering has eyer been like unto 
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this? Where will we find words 
to describe it? Someone has said 
that if you could climb a ladder 
to heaven and say to Gabriel and 
the angels, “How much did God 
love the world?” they would shake 
their heads in wonder and then re- 
ply, “God SO loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son.” 
“So” is the equation between the 
loving and the giving. 

Of human love our Lord said, 
“Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friend” (John 15:13). But 
“God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son’’ for 
His bitterest enemies. A. woman 
said, when told of God’s love gift, 
“I can’t understand such love. I 
have two children, and I wouldn’t 
give one of them for the best friend 
I have in the world, but you tell 
me that God gave His only Son for 
His bitterest enemies. I can’t un- 
derstand such love.” Who can? 
Yet, that is the love story of God’s 
Word. God gave the Son of His 
love for a world He loved, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. 

One has beautifully written: “As 
we gaze upon the cross the whole 
being of Christ speaks with sub- 
stitutionary love, and the whole 
environment is replete with vica- 
rious suffering! His heart cof love 
bleeds in death to cleanse us; His 
hands of love are wounded to heal 
us; His feet of love are nailed to re- 
lease us; His side of love is pierced 
to assure us; His body of love is 
stripped to clothe us; His lips of 


'love are parched to bless us; His 


tongue of love is agonized to calm 
us: His head of love is cursed with 
thorns to crown us: His cross of 


love is shameful to enrich us; and | 


His death of love is awful to quick- 
en us. 

“The whole surroundings cof the 
cross throb with love. The dark- 
ened heavens are bright with love's 
joy; the rending rocks are opened 
with love’s grace; the cruel tree 
is blooming with love’s fruit; the 
hate of man is the dark back- 
ground for love’s action; the malice 
of hell is the opportunity for love’s 
triumph; the mockery of the crowd 
is the call for love’s patience; and 
the suffering for sin unfolds the 
provision of love’s grace.” 

Many have been thrilled by read- 
ing the story of Curfew. A young 
soldier had committed some of- 
fense and was condemned to die. 


The time of his death was fixed 
“at the ringing of the curfew.” 
This would naturally be a great 


disappointment to one who was 
young in years, but it was a double 
sorrow because he was soon to 
marry a beautiful young woman 
whom he had loved for a long time. 
The young woman who loved: him 
tried in various ways to save his 
life, but her efforts seemed to fail. 
She even tried to bribe the old sex- 
ton so that he would not ring the 
bell, but she could-not do that;-.. 

The hour for his death drew 

near. The preparations were made. 
The prisoner was brought forth. 
They waited for the signal, but to 
the astonishment of everyone, the 
bell did not ring. The girl who 
loved the young man had rushed 
unseen to the belfry and seized 
the tongue of the bell. At the 
fatal moment the old sexton threw 
his weight upon the rope and the 
bell reeled to and fro in the tower. 
The brave girl kept her hold al- 
though her position was danger- 
ous. At last the sexton went away. 
Old and deaf he had not noticed 
that the bell gave no sound. The 
brave girl hurried from the church 
to the place of execution and 
reached there just as Cromwell was 
sending to demand why the bell 
did not ring. 

“And her brow, 

Lately white with sorrow, 
glows with hope and courage 
now, 

At his feet she told her story, 
showed her hands all bruised 
and torn, 

And her young face still hag- 
gard with the anguish it had 
worn, 

Touched his heart with sudden 
pity, lit his eyes with misty 
light — 

‘Go; your love lives,’ cried 
Cromwell; ‘Curfew shall not 
ring tonight.’ ”’ 


The Bible tells us of another 
story of love. Christ died upon the 
cross to save us from our sins be- 
cause He loved us SO much. Let 
us receive Him as a personal Sav- 
iour, and give of our lives in service 
that others may know and love 
Him, too. 
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Both of these Scofield 
Bibles are the larger 
type and have all the 


wonderful Scofield 


helps. We have never 
known of these two 
editions selling as 


cheaply as we are 
offering them during 


this sale. 
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Overlapping edges, round corners, 
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maps. 
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NO. 80 


Black cloth binding; 
good Bible paper, con- 
tains the same complete 
unabridged helps as in 
the most expensive Sco- 
field Bible. Index. 12 
colored maps. 


LARGER SIZE EDITION 


8 #« 5% inches 
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